CHAPIN LIBRARY OF RARE BOOKS, WILLIAMS COLLEGE

The illustration “General Gordon raising up General Barlow on the Battle-Field” from Henry Martyn Field’'s bBtdod is Thicker than Water: A Few

Days Among Our Southern Brethrepublished in 1886.

enry Martyn Field, Class of 1838, was the youngest

brother and the only one to choose his father’s ministe-

rial calling. He quali ed to enter Williams at age 12

with the understanding that his older brother Stephen
would look after him; they were roommates for two years. He
gave his class Commencement Oration, “Effect of Music on the
Feelings,” and immediately began his studies for the ministry. At
age 18 he received a license to preach and during the next 12 years
served as the pastor of a Presbyterian church in St. Louis, a change
from his father's Congregationalism, the religion Henry later
returned to at a church in West Spring eld, Mass.

During extensive travel in Europe between ministries, he
wrote a long series of travel letters for a New York newspa-
per as well as his rst book, The Irish Confederates and the
Rebellion of 1798. This was the start of a speaking and writing
career that was to bring Henry fame over the next 40 years, as
he produced 18 popular books, including 11 in a 15-year span,
that all helped to make the world smaller and more understand-
able. His nal book, Bright Skies and Dark Shadows,following
a journey through the South, was one of the rst to re ect on
the racial concerns ahead for the region and the country.

He also was the ever-faithful historian and chronicler of the
Field family, recording and publishing The Story of the Atlantic
Telegraph, The Life of David Dudley Field and the genealogy
of the family. For more than four decades he was publisher
and editor of The Evangelist a Presbyterian periodical in New
York. Williams gave him an honorary Doctor of Divinity.

His house in Stockbridge was built on the foundation of the
Williams’ home.
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he Fields of
this generation
were an
extremely
close and supportive
family personally
and professionally
throughout the many
tragedies and successes
of their lives. David
Dudley Field Jr. was
their leader and
mentor, watching over
their parents and each
brother and sister and
their children with
care, sharing expertise
and associations,
lobbying on their
behalf and always
ready with nancial
and emotional help.
They corresponded,
collaborated and
visited with each other frequently and returned faithfully to
their old home in Stockbridge.

In 1853 the entire family but Stephen (in California)—37
people in three generations in all—assembled in Stockbridge to
celebrate the parents’ golden wedding anniversary. The children
had added a new room to the old parsonage just for that event.
Six years later all living family members, now numbering 46,
including “Uncle Judge” Stephen Johnson Field and his new
wife and a new generation’s two great-grandchildren, once again
gathered together in Stockbridge for the last time.

By 1907 the generation of the ve Fields of Williams was
gone, but they are still together in the Stockbridge Cemetery
just down Main Street from the parsonage and across from their
father’s church and the memorial tower with the “Children’s
Chimes” given by David. Typically, he had the last word for
them all; his gift instructions were that the “ringing of the
chimes at sunset [would] give pleasure to all ... in this peaceful
spot.” He backed his words with a generous endowment to
ensure that it happened “from apple blossom time until frost.”

It still does.

Russell F. Carpenter’54, a descendant of the Field family and
retired Williams administrator, lives in Williamstown. He
appreciates the resources and help of the Williams Archives,
Chapin Library and the Stockbridge Historical Room and the
advice and comments of Frederick Rudolph '42, Professor
Emeritus of History, and Philip Bergan, whose biography of
David Dudley Field Jr. is in progress. The author welcomes
additional information or questions about the Field family.



