Beyond the Purple Bubble

Above: Andrew Lazarow did hisétdwork in the business ofiee of Dodger Theatricals, which produced the hit Broadway
show Jersey BoysAt right: Walden Maurissaint and Kara Brothers take a break at The Williams Club.

students rubbed elbows with celebrities
including Joe Pesci, John Lithgow and
Robert DeNiro; and a trip to the trading

oor of the New York Stock Exchange.
Each experience was deconstructed or
analyzed in class and in the papers stu-
dents were required to write throughout
the semester.

“l didn't realize how amazing the
program was going to be,” says Nylen,
an economics major from Milton, Mass.,
who worked in the special events depart-
ment at ABC News. “We're not just
living in the city and participating in the
workforce, but we're able to step back
and take everything in. Not a lot of New
Yorkers get to do that.”
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Nor do most New Yorkers have the
additional opportunities afforded to the
students through the College’s connec-
tions with its alumni. Nylen, for instance,
was interested in speaking with someone
employed in the fashion industry and got
to meet with an alumna who works for
the luxury handbag retailer Coach. The
students also met with many distin-
guished Williams graduates who spoke
weekly at Professor Jackall’s “Craft and
Consciousness” seminar, which examined
how people are shaped by their work.
Among the presenters were Arthur Levitt
Jr. '52, former chairman of the American
Stock Exchange and of the Securities and
Exchange Commission; Robert Margolis



’78, an independent filmmaker; Herbert
A. Allen *62, president and chief executive
officer of Allen & Co.; Laurel Blatchford
’94, chief of staff for the New York City
Department of Housing Preservation
and Development; Tim Ross 87, head of
research at the Vera Institute of Justice;
and John Kifner ’63, a senior correspon-
dent for The New York Times. Jackall
says the seminar provided a way to draw
alumni into the academic life of the
College. “It’s a public forum for alumni
to join in shaping the intellectual lives of
Williams students by reflecting on their
own work in the world.”

And even though it wasn’t a stated
goal of the program, the opportuni-
ties for cross-generational networking
within the Williams family and to make
contacts on the job weren’t lost upon the
students. “We might have skipped over
the hardest part of breaking into some of
these fields,” observes Brandon Carter,
an English/political science major from
Brunswick, Maine, who worked with
Nylen at ABC News. “As long as we
maintain these networks, this could be
very helpful to us in a few years.”

he W@NY pilot will afford the same

opportunities to at least eight students

each semester through spring 2008.

Students will continue to live at the
Williams Club and have access to the
library and classrooms at the nearby
Graduate Center of the City University of
New York.

The fall 2006 and 2007 programs,
directed by Jackall, essentially will be
similar to last year’s. Then Professor
Eugene “E]” Johnson *59 will take
the reins for spring 2007 and 2008.

In addition to the fieldwork tutorial,
spring courses will include “Street
Smarts,” taught by Anthony Robins

’72; “Cinema & the City,” taught by
Williams Professor Liza Johnson *92; and
“Revolutions: Contemporary Art in the
City,” taught by Shamim Momin *95.

Fieldwork opportunities will mirror
the tripartite curricular divisions of the
College, with placements in humani-
ties and the arts; law, media, advocacy

and public affairs; and medical sciences
and public health. Sites include the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, the New
York City Department of Investigation
and Mount Sinai School of Medicine.
(For a complete list visit www.williams.
edu/go/newyork.)

Jackall also is arranging for the stu-
dents to make several one-day excursions
into worlds that they might not otherwise
see. These include a trip with NYPD
detectives to the uptown killing grounds
of the drug wars of the 1980s and 1990s
and to an experimental high school
where corporations work with educators
to develop curriculum.

In 2008, W@NY will be reviewed
for permanent status on par with the
Williams-Exeter Programme at Oxford
University, which immerses students
in the Oxford tutorial system, and
Williams-Mystic, which affords students
an interdisciplinary opportunity for
coastal and maritime study at Mystic
Seaport in Connecticut. The hope is that
W@NY eventually will realize the scope
of its original vision, with two full-time
faculty directors and 20 students per
semester.

“To date, the Williams in New York
program has been very successful and

has exceeded our expectations,” says
John Gerry, associate dean of the faculty.
“We’re optimistic that the program will
outlive the pilot phase and become a per-
manent study-away option in the future.”

Last semester’s participants say
W@NY would have enormous ben-
efits for future generations of Williams
students. For one thing, it made New
York seem much smaller and accessible,
says Andrew Lazarow of Cincinnati,
who worked in the business office for
Dodger Theatricals. “It makes living in
New York manageable,” he says. “It was
something I wanted to do, and something
I was afraid to do.”

The program also opened doors for
many of the students to return to the city
after graduation. Sitting in a Starbucks
coffee shop last November overlooking
the ABC News building and the bustling
sidewalks of Columbus Avenue on the
Upper West Side, Nylen contemplated
the implications of her W@NY semester.
“I feel like this is the beginning of my
experience in New York,” she says. “It’s
preparing me for the future. It’s not a
one-semester thing.” Hl

Denise DiFulco is a freelance writer and
editor in Cranford, N.].

longtime New Yorker, Robert Jackall has canvassed murder

scenes with NYC police detectives, penetrated corporate secrecy

to illuminate managerial work and immersed himself in the
kaleidoscopic worlds of advertising and public relations. His publications
include the award-winning Moral Mazes: The World of Corporate
Managers; Image Makers: Advertising, Public Relations, and the Ethos of

Advocacy (with Janice M. Hirota); Wild Cowboys: Urban Marauders & the Forces of Order and
Street Stories: The World of Police Detectives.

Jackall arrived at Williams in 1976 after teaching part time for 10 years at colleges across
the country. He earned a bachelor’s in sociology and a Ph.L. (Licentiate) in philosophy from
Fordham University and a Ph.D. in sociology from the Graduate Faculty of Political and Social
Science at the New School for Social Research.

The Class of 1956 Professor of Sociology and Public Affairs has always stressed the
benefits of students doing fieldwork and had the chance to create such opportunities when
he was Gaudino Scholar at Williams from 2001-04. In 2004, the National Endowment for the
Humanities awarded him a fellowship to pursue yet more fieldwork, this time on a project
called “The Demonics of Terror and Bureaucracy.”
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